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Introduction
[image: ]War, trafficking in persons, human rights violations, and poverty are all central ideas on the platforms of most of the world’s political forums.  Further down on the list there is an area of concern that deserves much more attention than it is given.  This is the hidden world of illegal trade in endangered species and fauna.  The most notable examples of the endangered species trade in the last two decades are the plight of the elephant, tiger, and most recently the rhinoceros.  While these three species have gained mainstream attention, there are hundreds of other species that are near extinction and being hunted, sold, and or traded on illegal markets.  The United States and many international partners, as well as non-governmental organizations have taken much of their time to prevent the extinction of these endangered animals and the loss of their habitats.  “The problem of illegal harvesting (poaching) and associated illegal trade is a severe threat to biological diversity and human well-being in many developing countries, some of which are heavily dependent on the wildlife tourism sector” (Roundtable on How to Prevent and Combat Illegal Trade in Endangered Species, n.d.).  In this article, three large animals will be discussed in regards to the poaching and illegal trade that they are involved in and the organizations that are defending them.  These three animals will be elephants, tigers, and rhinos. 
 Elephants
Around the globe the incidence of illegal trade in endangered species has risen.  “Threatened animals for sale include many species of mammals, amphibians, reptiles, birds, insects, fishes, and corals” (Endangeredspeciesinternational.org, 2014).  The most prominent cases of illegal trade in endangered species are the African and Asian elephants, tigers, and recently rhinoceros from Africa through Asia.  These cases have gained significant attention in the media.  The business of poaching for these animals is huge.  The illicit wildlife trade is “run by dangerous international networks, wildlife and animal parts are trafficked much like illegal drugs and arms” (Worldwildlife.org, 2014).  The poaching of these animals is pushing them to increasingly endangered numbers and threatening to destroy the populations and throw the ecosystems they live in off balance.  
The African and Asian elephants that live on the plains of Africa and the forests of Asia have been hunted for many decades.  The prize that poachers receive from these animals is their tusks known as ivory.  There are many animals that are hunted for their tusks such as the “warthog…walrus…hippopotamus…sperm whale…and killer whale” (U.S. Efforts to Control Illegal Elephant Ivory Trade and Internal Markets, 2012), the elephant’s ivory is the most coveted.   Elephant ivory is poached as trophies and to make decorative items.  Elephants have many protections under federal and international laws in order to protect the remaining populations from being hunted to extinction.  Currently the African and the Asian elephants are protected by the U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA), the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the African Elephant Conservation Act (AfECA), and there has been a system set up “to monitor illegal trade in elephant specimens and maintain a record of seizures of illegal ivory” (U.S. Efforts to Control Illegal Elephant Ivory Trade and Internal Markets, 2012) called the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS)[footnoteRef:1].  All of these organizations work together to prevent the transport and sale of raw ivory and create awareness for travelers to verify if their products bought abroad are “legal and may be brought into their home country” (U.S. Efforts to Control Illegal Elephant Ivory Trade and Internal Markets, 2012).   [1:  The ETIS database as of today includes “over 10,000 cases from 77 countries and territories” (U.S. Efforts to Control Illegal Elephant Ivory Trade and Internal Markets, 2012).  ] 

In Africa, “the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Wildlife Without Borders- African Elephant Conservation Fund is working together with FREELAND Foundation to fund a cooperative training and joint poaching investigation by the Kenya Wildlife Service and the Royal Thai Police officials, accompanied by the Lusaka Agreement Task Force” (Worldwildlife.org, 2014) to prevent the smuggling of the ivory out of Africa.  The trade routes that these pieces of Ivory take are similar to those of other illicit goods.  If the tracking of other illicit goods travelling on the smuggling routes can be confirmed, it would be possible for law enforcement to track where the illegal ivory came from.  Once the origin of the smuggled ivory is found, it would be possible to find out who was responsible for the poaching and to prosecute those individuals.  
Tigers
Tigers are majestic creatures that are “highly valued for their use in traditional Asian medicine (TAM), various folk remedies and various products” (Savetigersnow.org, 2011).  For the tigers, they are wanted for more than just one piece of their body.  “Their skins, bones, teeth and claws” (Savetigersnow.org, 2011) are all highly sought after.  They are used in medicinal practices and decorative items.  The biggest threat to the tigers is the demand for their body parts.  In some places they have even started to farm tigers, which in turn drive up the amount of smuggling in the wild as people search for authentic tiger products.  In China “the government banned the trade and use of tiger parts, but the cultural belief [there] in the power of tiger parts remains” (Savetigersnow.org, 2011).  The World Wildlife Federation is working with the governments of the tigers habitats in order create programs to protect tigers from poaching and the human-wildlife conflicts that are occurring due to that habitat loss.  Many of the so called conflict tigers “end up for sale in black markets” (Worldwildlife.org, 2014) and the parts are mostly smuggled into areas like Indochina, China, other Asian cultures.  The loss of the habitat and combined with the decreasing  numbers of tigers and increasing demand for tiger products is going to continue for many years to come.  Being able to educate the public about the tigers and locate and stop poachers is going to be an essential step in stopping the illegal tiger trade.  
Rhinos
The rhinoceros is one of the most recent and most endangered animals that have been affected by poachers.  Again, the Asian markets, “particularly Vietnam” (Roundtable on How to Prevent and Combat Illegal Trade in Endangered Species, n.d.)  are driving the majority of the poaching of these animals in belief that their horns have medicinal properties.  The rhinoceros horn sells for approximately “$30,000 per pound, on global black markets, making it worth more than the [image: ]street price of cocaine” (Caulderwood, 2014).  Since 1976, CITES has banned the sale or trade of the rhino horn, but the demand continues to climb.  This climb in demand has made the killing of rhinos for their horns increase to epic proportions; some species of rhino have only a handful of animals left in the wild.  The consequences of poaching a rhino are equivalent to a mere smack on the hand when it comes to prosecution for the crime.  “The penalties associated with trafficking rhinoceros horn are not aligned to its value” (Caulderwood, 2014) according to a development consultancy firm in Washington D.C.[footnoteRef:2]  As the rhino slips ever closer to the rim of extinction, the punishments for breaking the laws and legislation protecting them have stayed low key.  This does nothing to dissuade the criminals that want to earn the high dollar rewards.  Much like the trafficking of the illegal poppy in Afghanistan, the trade of the rhino horns has made the criminals a large amount of money in a short time.  Unlike the poppy though, the rhino horn is very hard to replenish.  If the poachers and the criminal enterprises cannot be stopped they will hunt the rhino to extinction within the very near future.   [2:  Dalberg report citing an example that in South Africa, poachers are only fined $14,000 and cocaine traffickers receive five year jail sentences] 

What Is Being Done
	Many agencies and organizations are working together in order to combat the wildlife trade.  “Effective enforcement of wildlife crime requires a multi-agency and multi-disciplinary approach where different authorities complement one another and share with each other their knowledge, experience, skills and abilities to detect and deal with such crime” (Roundtable on How to Prevent and Combat Illegal Trade in Endangered Species, n.d.).  Coordination of the World Customs Organization (WCO), INTERPOL all must work together in order to combat the illegal trade of endangered species.  Some of the contributing factors to the illegal trade are “poverty, human-animal conflict, and socio-economic development” (Roundtable on How to Prevent and Combat Illegal Trade in Endangered Species, n.d.).  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wildlife Without Borders works in conjunction with many agencies like the Rhino Tiger Conservation Fund, Wildlife Conservation Society, and their Wildlife Crime Unit (WCU) and Wildlife Response Unit (WRU).  So the question is what are these agencies all doing?  
	All of these agencies cooperate with each other to share information about the illicit trade of endangered animals.  One way in which the organizations have aligned themselves is by creating the International Consortium of Combating Wildlife Crime (ICCWC).  This allows the organizations that “do not have wildlife conservation and sustainable use as their primary mandate” (Roundtable on How to Prevent and Combat Illegal Trade in Endangered Species, n.d.) have a forum upon which to focus on wildlife issues.  “Because the trade in wild animals and plants crosses borders between countries, the effort to regulate it requires international cooperation to safeguard certain species from over-exploitation” (Cites.org, 2014).
Conclusion
These issues would be to locate and bring to justice those that are responsible for the poaching of endangered species, attempt to uncover the smuggling routes that are being used to transport the animals (or parts) to new markets, and to decrease the demands of the products in the receiving markets.  Much like the smuggling routes of drugs, weapons, and other illicit goods, the products of endangered animals travel in secret.  They enjoy the same lack of security through ports that other illicit goods enjoy, as well as the underground transportation routes that travel effortlessly across unmarked border crossings.  Without the cooperation of all of these groups, governments, and law enforcement agencies, the trade of endangered species will continue to grow.  
Acronym Index: 
· AfECA		African Elephant Conservation Act
· CITES		Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
· ESA		Endangered Species Act
· ETIS		Elephant Trade Information System
· ICCWC		International Consortium of Combatting Wildlife Crime
· TAM		Traditional Asian Medicine
· WCO		World Customs Organization
· WRU		Wildlife Response Unit
· WCU 		Wildlife Crime Unit
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Poaching caused a record number of rhino killings in South Africa last year.
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