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Introduction:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kim Jong-un, the eccentric leader of North Korea, is making claims again that display his oppressive power over his state.  His most recent and outrageous claim to power reserves his name for only him, and anyone who may have that name has to give it up (Sang-Hun, 2014)[footnoteRef:1].  This is not the first time since he became the leader of North Korea that outrageous displays of power have been forced upon the people.  North Korea has a history of human rights violations, nuclear proliferation ideals, and conflict that has earned them a top spot on the list of rogue states as viewed by the international community.  Since the inception of the communist Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) under leader Kim Il Sung, conflict and mistrust has plagued the country.   The leadership has also branded its own version of communism called juche that mixes isolationism, communism, and authoritarianism and leaves very little to no room for discussions or cooperation with its people or the international community.   [1:  Sang-Hun Choe is a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist who writes extensively on U.S.-North Korea relations, he is also a 2010-2011 Fellow in Korean Studies (http://fsi.stanford.edu/people/Sang-Hun_Choe )] 

Brief Early History of DPRK and Juche
	Juche “is a philosophy of self-reliance [that] has led this [North Korea] state to pursue a predominantly isolationist policy of limited engagement” (Ginty, 2004).  This DPRK version of communism has been in play for many years starting with the first leader Kim Il Sung in the late 1940’s.  According to the official webpage of the DRPK, juche philosophy “is the man-centered world outlook and also a political philosophy to materialize the independence of the popular masses, namely, a philosophy which elucidates the theoretical basis of politics that lead the development of society along the right path” (Korea-dpr.com, 2014).  This view would explain why DPRK believes itself to be the center of the political world and that its own form of governance is the only form of governance.  The philosophy breeds and promotes independence with a paternal-like leader that knows what is best for all of his subjects.  As the international community sees it, this is not always true.  The people of the DPRK live in conditions that are far from being ideal.  As Sang-Hun Choe points out, “Plenty is off limits to North Koreans.  Televisions that receive anything other than government broadcasts.  Travelling outside their hometowns without official permission.  And Bibles” (Sang-Hun, 2014).  This form of governance is what has kept the DPRK in trouble and in the view of its leaders (Kim Il Sung, Kim Jong Il, and Kim Jong-un) kept the country moving forward.  
The people of the DPRK were being led by Soviet communism and enticed by a U.S. led coalition to cooperate and merge with South Korea.  When the DPRK held their first secret elections against the will of the U.S., the United Nations (UN), and South Korea they were viewed as being an aggressive force.  What made things even worse was when both the DPRK and South Korea claimed to have the legitimate government over the peninsula.  “After several minor skirmishes, in 1950, North Korea invaded the south in an effort to unify the peninsula under a communist government” (Ginty, 2004).  Invasion of another states sovereign territory is just one of the factors that place a on the list of rogue states, and DPRK started its long journey by doing just that.       
Isolationism, Human Rights, and Nuclear Proliferation
	This extreme version of juche in the DPRK has branded the state as being an isolationist state.  The fact that North Korea feels they do not have to participate or engage others and can take care of their own affairs is a bit of a misnomer.  “North Korea rejects international cooperation and international intervention as a method of maintaining sovereignty” (Ginty, 2004).  The fact that the DPRK will not engage with other states within the international community and conform to the “accepted standards of international behavior and respect for human rights” (LaFranchi, Peterson, & Kirk, 2010) also puts them on the list of rogue states.  The people in DPRK have been subjected to brutality in the form of killings on the streets, beatings because they speak out against the government, and with no way to support themselves.  This lack of participation has led to much discussion about their nuclear program.  
	The DPRK has over the years participated in talks about their nuclear program.  “The six-party talks are a series of multilateral negotiations held intermittently since 2003 and attended by China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea, and the United States for the purpose of dismantling North Korea’s nuclear program” (Liang, 2012).  Each time these talks occur, DPRK insists that their nuclear program must be recognized and legitimized.  The reason that DPRK wants to be able to continue the nuclear program is not only for energy consumption, but they feel threatened by the international community without their own nuclear weapons.  The past history of the DPRK and the fact that they have suffered aggression from multiple states since before its inception is behind this feeling of unease.  Even when its largest communist ally, China, recommends taking a more diplomatic route, DPRK will continue on a path of what it considers self-preservation, withdrawing “from its communist allies when self-interest [is] at stake” (Ginty, 2004).  This continued effort to procure weapons and continue with the nuclear program in North Korea aligns with one of the most prominent features of a rogue state.  
	All of the above mentioned instances come together and ultimately classify North Korea as a rogue state.  There are many in the international community, including the United States that classify the actions of North Korea as irrational and dangerous.  Barry Rubin defines a rogue state as “one that puts a high priority on subverting other states and sponsoring non-conventional types of violence against them…it does not react predictably to deterrence or other tools of diplomacy and statecraft” (Rubin et al., 1999).  This is very similar to many of the other definitions of what constitutes a rogue state.  After the attacks of September 11, 2001; the Bush administration issued a definition of what a rogue state was.  
“These states: brutalize their own people and squander their national resources for the personal gain of the rulers; display no regard for international law, threaten their neighbors, and callously violate treaties to which they are a party; are determined to acquire weapons of mass destruction, along with other advanced military technology, to be used as threats or offensively to achieve the aggressive designs of these regimes; sponsor terrorism around the globe; and reject basic human values and hate the United States and everything for which it stands.” (Ginty, 2004).  
	This definition put out by the Bush administration is very similar to most of the other definitions with one stark difference.  The phrase “and hate the United States and everything for which it stands” was added to the ending.  Under the Clinton administration this use of the phrase rogue state was used in the beginning of the term, but near the end of the term it was not used, instead the term used was “state of concern” (Ginty, 2004).  With the lack of cooperation for a nuclear disarmament, the poor treatment of citizens, the isolationist tactics used by the government, and the perceived threat of North Korea invading South Korea, the United States and other countries involved with the UN have classified the DPRK as a rogue state. 
Conclusion: 
North Korea has displayed irrational and dangerous behavior when it must deal with the international community.  The version of communism that is practiced in Korea is a very strict and isolationist version called juche.  In trying to maintain its self-reliance, North Korea has become an extremely reclusive state that will withdraw from all talks or allies if it feels that the states self-interest is at stake.  The people of North Korea have, as a result of the leadership’s failure to conform to international standards, suffered a great deal.  There have been several, and often violent acts, abuses to the human rights of the citizens.  As long as North Korea remains on this path of isolationist and authoritarianism it will continue to feel threatened by the outside world.  It was best said by Barry Rubin that the only way to help North Korea would be to have the complete collapse of the Kim regime so that the country could be removed from the rogue state list. 






References:

· Ginty, M. (2004). North Korea: The Reality of a Rogue State in the International Order (1st ed.). Naval Post Graduate School Boston College. Retrieved from http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a427195.pdf 
· Korea-dpr.com,. (2014). Democratic People's Republic of Korea_Juche Korea. Retrieved 14 December 2014, from http://www.korea-dpr.com/juche_ideology.html 
· LaFranchi, H., Peterson, S., & Kirk, D. (2010). North Korea and Iran: How the two states test US diplomacy. The Christian Science Monitor. Retrieved 13 December 2014, from http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-Issues/2010/1212/North-Korea-and-Iran-How-the-two-states-test-US-diplomacy 
· Liang, X. (2012). The Six-Party Talks at a Glance | Arms Control Association. Armscontrol.org. Retrieved 14 December 2014, from https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/6partytalks 
· Rubin, B., Spyer, J., Al-Tamimi, A., Chaziza, M., Khalifa-zadeh, M., Tausch, A., & Sarma, H. (1999). U.S. Foreign Policy and Rogue States. Gloria-center.org. Retrieved 13 December 2014, from http://www.gloria-center.org/1999/09/rubin-1999-09-07/ 
· Sang-Hun, C. (2014). North Korea Has Room for Only One Jong-un. Nytimes.com. Retrieved 14 December 2014, from http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/04/world/asia/kim-jong-un-north-korea-name-ban.html 
Images Retrieved from:
North Korea Political Cartoons (cover) 
· http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-whBZgppEd_M/UTjJ-B3CZmI/AAAAAAAAADM/C8cwlmuF2Wg/s1600/cf_north_korea_nukes_Duplomacy-X.png 
· http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/f7/23/1360672424_8225_North%20Korea.jpg?itok=UWKNxMwF 
· http://cdn2-b.examiner.com/sites/default/files/styles/image_content_width/hash/f7/23/1360672424_8225_North%20Korea.jpg?itok=UWKNxMwF 
· http://www.gmfus.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files_mf/1340707702NorthKoreanEmbassyBeijing.jpg 
· http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2014/10/23/1414088952215_wps_1_In_this_June_20_2014_phot.jpg 
· http://img.reflex.cz/img/3/gsmall/665119_severni-korea.jpg 
· http://i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/02523/3103-Missile_2523426c.jpg 
· http://fm.cnbc.com/applications/cnbc.com/resources/img/editorial/2014/07/07/101817480-163453509.530x298.jpg?v=1415906542 
School report (Butterfly design) | [Pick the date] 
2



image1.jpg




